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RCMP commissioner not
‘muzzled,’ Toews says

Jan 20 2012

OTTAWA - Public Safety Minister Vic
Toews is denying allegations that his
department is trying to “muzzle” RCMP
Commissioner Bob Paulson.

Toews was responding to accusations by
Liberal Senator Colin Kenny that Toews’ de-
partment is trying to silence the Commissioner
by approving Paulson’s meetings.

Kenny had been trying to set up a meet-
ing with Paulson since December, but could
not get Paulson to agree to a date or time, ac-
cording to emails between Kenny and Paulson
that Kenny released to the media this week.

After some prodding, Paulson said he
could not commit to a meeting until he got the
stamp of approval from the Department of

Public Safety, according to the emails.
But Toews said Friday it was the former

Liberal government that established that prac-
tice in order to ensure “fair access by other
parliamentarians to key security institutions”
under Public Safety.

Kenny and Paulson had been exchanging
emails about meeting over burgers and beer
to discuss some issues concerning the RCMP
— a meeting Kenny described in casual terms,
calling it a “get-together.” Kenny said that he
had set up similar meetings with the previous
nine RCMP Commissioners without issue.

He added that Paulson had once been a
dinner guest at his house, suggesting that
Paulson hadn’t needed to seek approval for
that “meeting.”
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VANCOUVER - The commissioner
overseeing the Robert Pickton inquiry
says he’s concerned the hearings are
being bogged down by the same
problems that caused the public to
lose faith in the justice system.
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TORONTO - The Toronto Police Ser-
vices Board has received an effi-
ciency study to help reduce costs
while maintaining their presence on
the streets.
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Jan 23 2012

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Supreme
Court says police must get a search
warrant before using GPS technology
to track criminal suspects.
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Jan 24 2012

SURREY, B.C. - A full regimental fu-
neral will be held Thursday in Surrey,
B.C., for an RCMP helicopter pilot
who died after completing a training
exercise.
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Jan 25 2012

ORILLIA, Ont. - A report on security
at the G8 and G20 summits in 2010
says there was some confusion when
Ontario Provincial Police were unex-
pectedly redeployed to help police in
Toronto.
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Jan 26 2012

DAVOS, Switzerland - The feds are
throwing in the towel and abandon-
ing plans to create a national securi-
ties regulator.
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